
T A N Z A N I A

6  D A Y S  /  5  N I G H T S  D A Y S

Kilimanjaro Umbwe Route — 6-Day
Direct Ascent

The steepest and most direct path to the summit — a raw, challenging ascent through

primordial forest for experienced trekkers seeking solitude.



K I L I M A N J A R O  U M B W E  R O U T E  —  6 - D A Y  D I R E C T  A S C E N T

E D I T O R I A L  O V E R V I E W

Experience Overview

The Umbwe Route is Kilimanjaro's most demanding and least-trafficked trail — a vertical odyssey that appeals to seasoned

mountaineers who prize solitude and raw challenge above all else. With the steepest gradient of any route, it climbs relentlessly

through ancient, moss-laden forest before breaking onto exposed ridgelines with staggering views. Starting from the Umbwe

Gate on the mountain's southern face, you'll ascend through dark, atmospheric montane forest draped in old man's beard lichen.

Camp one sits in a clearing surrounded by tree heathers, while camp two perches on the dramatic Barranco Wall with the

Western Breach looming overhead. The route then merges with the Southern Circuit via Barafu Camp for the midnight summit

attempt. Despite its difficulty, the Umbwe offers an intimacy with Kilimanjaro that no other route can match — days can pass

without seeing another climbing party. Recommended for fit, experienced hikers comfortable with steep terrain and rapid altitude

gain. Prior high-altitude experience is strongly advised.

S I G N A T U R E  M O M E N T S

Highlights

★ Kilimanjaro's steepest and most direct route

★ Least-trafficked trail — maximum solitude

★ Ancient moss-laden forest with old man's beard lichen

★ Dramatic Barranco Wall camp with Western Breach views

★ For experienced trekkers seeking a raw challenge

★ Professional KINAPA-licensed mountain team

★ Merges with Southern Circuit for summit attempt
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K I L I M A N J A R O  U M B W E  R O U T E  —  6 - D A Y  D I R E C T  A S C E N T

S A F A R I  R O U T E

Journey Route

Follow your journey across Tanzania's iconic landscapes

S A F A R I  R O U T E  O V E R V I E W

Route map will appear once destinations are assigned.

R O U T E  S U M M A R Y

Route summary will appear once destinations are

assigned.
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K I L I M A N J A R O  U M B W E  R O U T E  —  6 - D A Y  D I R E C T  A S C E N T

Itinerary

Your day-by-day journey through Tanzania

D A Y  1

Umbwe Gate to Umbwe Cave Camp (2,850

m)

Start at Umbwe Gate (1,600 m). Ascend steep forested ridges

along a narrow trail — Kilimanjaro's most direct and dramatic

approach.

D A Y  2

Umbwe Cave to Barranco Camp (3,960 m)

Continue the steep climb through giant heather and moorland to

reach the spectacular Barranco Valley beneath the great wall.

D A Y  3

Barranco Wall to Karanga Camp (3,995 m)

Scale the Barranco Wall and traverse alpine desert to Karanga

Camp. Acclimatisation hike in the afternoon.



D A Y  4

Karanga to Barafu Camp (4,673 m)

Short ascent to the summit base camp. Rest and prepare for

midnight summit attempt. Final gear check.

D A Y  5

Summit Night — Uhuru Peak (5,895 m)

Midnight departure. Push through scree and switchbacks via

Stella Point to the summit at sunrise. Descend to Millennium

Camp.

D A Y  6

Descent to Mweka Gate

Descend through the rainforest to Mweka Gate. Summit certificate

ceremony and transfer to Arusha.



K I L I M A N J A R O  U M B W E  R O U T E  —  6 - D A Y  D I R E C T  A S C E N T

W H E R E  Y O U ' L L  S T A Y

Accommodation

Accommodation recommendations will be finalized with your chosen travel dates.
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K I L I M A N J A R O  U M B W E  R O U T E  —  6 - D A Y  D I R E C T  A S C E N T

P A C K A G E  D E T A I L S

What's Included

Included

✓ All KINAPA park fees

✓ KINAPA-licensed lead guide and assistants

✓ Porters and private camp chef

✓ Quality camping equipment

✓ All meals on the mountain

✓ Purified drinking water

✓ Pulse oximetry health checks

✓ Summit certificate

✓ Airport transfers

✓ Pre-trek hotel night in Moshi

Excluded

✗ International flights

✗ Visa fees

✗ Travel insurance (mandatory)

✗ Personal climbing gear

✗ Gratuities for mountain crew

✗ Personal snacks
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B E S P O K E  P L A N N I N G

Ready to plan your journey?

Share your preferred travel dates and let us tailor this experience around your

pace, interests, and preferences.

V I E W  T H I S  T O U R

 
P L A N  Y O U R  S A F A R I

https://www.lomotanzaniasafari.com/en/safaris/kilimanjaro-umbwe-6-day-direct-ascent
https://www.lomotanzaniasafari.com/en/custom-tour


L E S S  O N  O U R S E L V E S ,  M O R E  O N  O T H E R S

Kilimanjaro Umbwe Route — 6-Day Direct Ascent

The steepest and most direct path to the summit — a raw, challenging ascent

through primordial forest for experienced trekkers seeking solitude.

V I E W  I T I N E R A R Y

E N D  O F  I T I N E R A R Y

https://www.lomotanzaniasafari.com/en/safaris/kilimanjaro-umbwe-6-day-direct-ascent

